Does GOD Have a Headquarters Church Today HH 1053?
Where is the central church o f divine authority to which scattered
members and local churches should look for TRUE
DOCTRINE or to settle disputed points?

by Herman L. Hoeh

INCREASING numbers are now being added by God to His Church. The establishment of local congregations is steadily increasing. God's church is growing.

BUT it is inevitable that with such wonderful growth, there should also be lien problem3. Decisions must be made to settle questions and confirm the faith of new converts.

God's church is a holy church. No person can "join" it. We are inducted into it by God through receiving and being led by the Holy Spirit. In God's church there is not to be confusion, antagonism, or quarrelling. "For God is NOT the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints" (I Cor. 14:33).

Although we who have been truly added by God have the Holy Spirit of God dwelling in us and guiding us, yet we are human. We still have to mas​ter and overcome our fleshly minds and passions. We have not yet attained per​fection in character, which is our goal. With human nature striving against God's Spirit in us, it is inevitable that questions and controversies will arise that disputes would flare into bitter contentions unless God should provide a way to preserve the church in unity.

Problems Are Inevitable

Paul wrote that "there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you" (I Cor. 11:19) . There will always arise contentions between those who have not totally yielded themselves to God and those brethren who are fully obedient to the faith. Almost the entire New Testament is devoted to the way to handle these disputes, to bring about harmony in the spirit of love, that the work of carrying the gospel to all the world may be completed through the arduous zeal of ALL the members of the church of God.

In order that no disharmony should develop today, let us notice how Jesus governed the church of God at its in​ception in 31 A.D. Remember that Jesus Christ RULES our church today in the same manner as He ruled it from the beginning. He does not change in conduct. "Jesus Christ the same yester​day, and today, and forever" (Heb. 13:8).

Church at Jerusalem a "Headquarters Church"

The church of God at Jerusalem was a "headquarters church" to whom all looked for TRUTH! Other local churches often became confused. Controversies and disputes on certain points entered. It was to the Jerusalem church, which had God's authority, that they all turned.

Let's notice it.

In Acts 15:1 and 2, we read of a dispute that arose in the local churches in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. In their midst were Paul and Barnabas, both of great authority in the church. Yet to whom did the brethren turn in order to settle the dispute? TO THE HEADQUAR​TERS CHURCH - JERUSALEM - WHERE THE OTHER APOSTLES AND ELDERS WERE GATHERED!

At Jerusalem the question would be considered and decided-why? Because the brethren knew that Jesus had given special authority to His ministers who were at the headquarters or mother church-Jerusalem.

Jesus conferred upon His representa​tives the keys of the kingdom of God and authority to guide the church through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. They could "bind," or forbid certain things; and they could "loose," or permit certain things. In Matthew 18:18, Jesus gives his ministers the authority to make bind​ing decisions, based on the revelation of God and under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, in order to preserve the unity of the church in love and truth!

This explains the reason that the brethren mentioned in the book of Acts turned to the mother church at Jerusalem to settle their questions and disputes. They knew Jesus had prom​ised to guide his apostles into all truth (John 16:13). The apostles had been thoroughly trained and fitted for their responsibilities through the personal cor​rection, reproof and instruction of Je​sus.

The apostles in turn had thoroughly instructed the elders and the congrega​tion at Jerusalem in the way of truth. The church at Jerusalem was kept pure by the constant admonition and correc​tion of the elders and apostles so that it might be the example to all other churches. Christians, like all human be​ings, need to learn by example. In New Testament times the churches in Gen​tile nations "became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus" (I Thess. 2:14) ; and the churches in Judaea were to pattern themselves after the headquarters church, the church at Jerusalem.

The congregation at Jerusalem, recog​nizing this responsibility, acted in her capacity. The apostles and elders, with the whole church, made the decisions and they were binding on all other churches (Acts 15:22). They sent let​ters to the various local congregations explaining what "seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us" (Acts 15:28). Again, in a previous situation, when it was known that certain individuals had preached in Antioch and news of "these things came unto the cars of the church which was in Jerusalem . . . they sent forth Barnabas, that lie should go as far as Antioch" (Acts 1 1:22).

Notice how the Jerusalem church, act​ing in her capacity, watched over, cor​rected, and even intervened in the af​fairs of her daughter churches.

No other church could claim this right which God had conferred on the Jerusalem church alone.

The Example at Ephesus

Let us call to mind the example of the church at Ephesus, where Paul had spent three whole years instructing and training the elders and the brethren. He knee' even at his departure that false teachers and disloyal elders would soon arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them" (Acts 20: )0).

This is exactly what happened. Ephe​sus, and all the local churches in the surrounding Roman province of Asia, were soon turned against Paul personal​ly by false teachers and disloyal elders who sought personal power and prestige themselves (II Timothy 1:15). The church was torn by divisions and con​troversies. It was not the example after which all the other churches were to pattern their conduct. It was not the central or mother church from which the gospel of the kingdom or government of God was sent forth into the world.

Jerusalem Church Was Headquarters

The Jerusalem church was the mother church especially because it was the headquarters from which the apostles carried on their work of evangelizing the world. It was to the Jerusalem church that the apostles and Paul often returned after completing their jour​neys.

Jerusalem remained the mother church during the entire apostolic peri​od, when the gospel was first carried to the known world. The apostolic church was given Two 19-year cycles in which to spread the gospel of the Kingdom to the nations. During the first cycle, its spread was confined to Asia; but at the beginning of the second cycle, God opened a great DOOR for the spread of the gospel into Macedonia in Europe!

The meaning of this DOOR is defined in II Corinthians 2:12-13. "I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a DOOR was opened to me of the Lord" -a means to preach the gospel abroad. The gospel then spread until 69 A.D.​ during the second 19-year cycle. In that year the organized power of the church to preach the gospel abroad was stopped. The central church at Jerusalem was forced to flee immediately before the final siege of the city by the Roman armies.

Today's Church Prophesied

Now, just before the second coming of Christ to restore peace to this war weary world, God has again given His church two 19-year cycles in which to carry the gospel of the kingdom to the whole world in fulfillment of Jesus' commission. Just as the early church was granted two 19-year cycles FOL​LOWING THE ASCENSION OF JESUS TO HEAVEN, so now He has granted His church two 19-year cycles PRIOR TO HIS RETURN TO THIS EARTH in which this gospel must finally encircle the globe.

Jesus gave a message for His church today (Rev. 3:7-13), a prophetic letter telling precisely what we would be ac​complishing at this very moment. We are doing the same work as the early true church-carrying the gospel of the kingdom to the world. We have less human power and strength, we are smaller in number than that early church; but we have the same power of GOD, and God has opened before us a DOOR-the door of radio and the print​ing press-which multiplies our power to reach today's increased world popula​tion.

The first 19-year cycle has already passed, and we are now spreading the gospel abroad to Europe and finally the entire world in this last 19-year cycle.

What wonderful and momentous times!

BUT, as the work of the church pro​gresses, and as new converts are being added constantly and new local congre​gations established, where is the central church to which the scattered members and church congregations should look for TRUE DOCTRINE, or to settle dis​puted points?

The Answer Made Plain

The church at Jerusalem was the mother church because it was the head​quarters for carrying out the gospel. At that church were those who were espe​cially called and trained by Jesus, who were filled and led by the Holy Spirit. That church was not torn by factions and false doctrines, by disputes and con​troversies. In its midst was the main body of ministers to whom Jesus had committed the authority to make bind​ing decisions!

In our day, when the same gospel is being preached, there is again a head​quarters church, PROVEN BY ITS FRUITS -a church to whom you scattered breth​ren can turn in times of doubt and con​troversy, a church to whom God has committed the authority to make bind​ing decisions in order to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of love (Eph. 4:3).

This central church is at PASADENA!

From the church at Pasadena emanates the broadcasts and the magazines that go to the world. It is at this church that the main body of ministers either con​stantly remain or continually return. At Pasadena is a church not torn by strife and division, but one thoroughly in​structed in the faith, composed of faith​ful ministers and members. At Pasadena there is the Spirit of God-there is LOVE and PEACE-there is complete agreement, harmony, unity, under the leadership of Christ.

The church at Pasadena, in exercising its God-given AUTHORITY as the head​quarters church, has already made bind​ing decisions which had dissolved the doubts and problems of many brethren and even of local congregations.

It is marvellous how God guided and directed His church through the past years. Having begun the work of spread​ing the gospel in 1934, in Oregon, Jesus Christ caused the headquarters to be moved to Pasadena in 1947. Many of the most faithful brethren came to Pasa​dena, together with Mr. and Mrs. Arm​strong. Here at Pasadena, Ambassador College was founded to provide adequate ministerial help in spreading the good news of the kingdom-the government and rule o f God. Already seven ministers have been ordained, most of whom con​stantly remain here because of their duties. They have all been thoroughly trained in the TRUTH.

Instead of having confusion, as we find in so many denominations, God's way is a way of love and order, a way of obedience to His will as He reveals it in the Scriptures-His revelation to man. It is the government of God, not the will of men or of a dictator profess​ing to bear God's authority. Peter ex​plains God's rule in the church very simply: "Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight there​of, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as being lords over God's heritage, BUT BEING ENSAMPLES TO THE FLOCK" (I Peter 5:2-3).

